
 
 

1 
Date Created: 30.3.20 

 

 AT HOME TEACHING AND LEARNING 

COLLAGE COCKATOO 
WITH KYLIE WICKHAM 
YEAR LEVELS: 3 - 6 

   

OVERVIEW In this lesson, students will get to explore the visual conventions of 
contrast, pattern and texture -through experimenting and creating with 
different papers. Students will use the design process to make creative 
decisions and direct their own individual responses to the task. 
 
Notes: This is an accessible collage lesson that has produces great 
results. 
It promotes cutting skill and can be very therapeutic if approached 
correctly. 
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This activity uses a ‘jigsaw and laying’ process, and photography as a 
resource.  
Student responses can progress through several layers and changes 
before the end result is settled upon. 

ART ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES Pattern, shape, texture 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

Students will:  

• Explore a variety of papers and use their own creative decision 
making. 

• Make different shapes with their cutting skills. Using positive and 
negative shapes to fill the bird.  

• Use individual judgements to continuously reassess their work.  
• Be able to discuss their artworks and decision-making process. 

MAKE STEP 1: You will need an A4 photograph of a cockatoo. Make sure it is 
a profile (side on) picture, so the shape of the beak is easily seen. 

 STEP 2: Carefully cut the bird out. 

 STEP 3: Place the bird on a coloured piece of paper of your choice and 
move it around until you find a pleasing composition. 

 STEP 4: Glue bird down onto coloured paper. 

 STEP 5: Start with larger shapes and start to glue them down inside 
bird. Be careful to stay inside the lines of the bird. 

 STEP 6: Continue laying down papers. You may find that you are 
starting to cut different shapes. 

 STEP 7: Continue to fill bird with shapes but do not cover up eye. Leave 
the eye and area around it until last. 

 STEP 8: Start cutting smaller shapes and layering your papers. 
Be aware of shapes that you are cutting and how they look on your 
work. 
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You may like to start cutting feathery shapes. 

 STEP 9: Continue to cut and layer filling shape. 

 STEP 10: Look around at your scraps (negative shapes) see if you can 
incorporate some of these into you collage. 

 STEP 11: As you come to an end you will have the eye and area around 
left, you can leave this area exposed or you can continue to collage 
and go over eye. 

 STEP 12: Complete! I like to leave the collage a flat colour in the 
background for contrast. 
As an extension, you may want to now collage your background. 
What other animals can you collage? 

 

DISCUSSION /  
REFLECTION 

Ask Students: 

• How does it feel when you are cutting shapes? 
• Did you find an easy way of gluing? 

• Did you find yourself fitting pieces in like a jigsaw? 

• Do you ever question yourself about why make the choices you do? 
For example, why did you put that colour there or that shape on top 
of that? 

• Is there too much of one colour? Do you need some smaller 
contrasting shapes on top of a section? 

 How could you extend your work for a better, different result? 



 
 

4 
Date Created: 30.3.20 

MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT  Reference image of a cockatoo (a printout or photocopy that is ok 
to cut) 

 A4 Colour Paper 

 Glue stick 

 Scissors 

 Assorted Decorative Papers 
Such as, 

Origami paper, 

Patterned papers, 

Handmade Collage shapes, 

OR You can even make your own patterned papers! 

INSPIRATION 
RELATED ARTWORK,  
LINKS & SOURCES 

Pete Cromer, Australian designer: great examples of birds and 
coloured shapes. 
https://www.petecromer.com/  

 


