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 ABOUT THE ARTIST Emma is an Educator at Zart and works as a Teacher in Primary 
Schools. She has a Bachelor of Arts – Communication Studies, a 
Bachelor of Education, a Master of Arts and is completing her Master 
of Arts Education currently at Melbourne University. She was the 
Schools and Community Groups coordinator for five years at The 
Salvation Army and recently worked as part of the Education team at 
The National Gallery of Victoria. Emma considers herself an art 
hobbyist. Her own art practice includes watercolour painting, life-
drawing and ceramics. 

OVERVIEW Going Home - In early 2020, Australian’s we’re asked to return home 
due to Covid19. What does home mean to you? This workshop will look 
at artworks from artists such as Sally Gabori, Howard Arkley and John 
Olsen who use the theme ‘home’ as inspiration for their work. 
Participants will then create their own responses to home using paint. 

YEAR LEVELS Suitable for Primary Levels 

ART ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES Colour, tone, shape, line, pattern 
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CROSS-CURRICULUM / 
CAPABILITIES LINKS 

Geography 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

Students will:  
• Explore the use of line, shape, colour, pattern and symbol in 

relation to developing an expression/representation of what home 
means to them. 

• Make an expressive painting that reflects aspects of their home 
life. 

• Consider what symbols, patterns, motifs represent home to them. 
• Discuss the idea of home, feelings and representations, images 

and belonging. 

MAKE Step 1: Look at artworks from artists such as Sally Gabori, Howard 
Arkley and John Olsen who use the theme ‘home’ as inspiration for 
their work. 
 
Spend some time thinking and discussing what symbols, images, 
motifs, colours first come to mind and are meaningful when thinking of 
one’s own home. Without overthinking, students should have kept a 
‘symbol journal’ at home and spent time sketching designs and images 
they came across in their home e.g. plants, furniture, keepsakes etc. 

 Step 2: Share screen with students given examples of symbols they 
may like to use for inspiration or use the ones they’ve brought from 
home. 

 Step 3: Cut up printing foam into little pieces. Draw a symbol or design 
onto the foam using a gel pen to etch a deep line. 

 Step 4: Mix up dark colour, using two acrylic paints e.g. turquoise and 
orange or deep blue and deep red. Choose two oil pastels, one white 
and one in a colour you love. 

 Step 5: On a piece of mixed media paper loosely paint in the title of 
your painting ‘Going Home’. 

 Step 6: Paint and draw your home symbols using a variety of mark 
making techniques. Experiment with a bamboo skewer to make 
delicate marks (e.g. furniture, plants, keepsakes etc). 
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 Step 7: Paint swatches of dark paint and scratch into them so the 
white paper shows or paint your image in white over the top. Use a 
couple of different size brushes and play with the following: holding 
your brush loosely, varying the pressure of the brush on paper as you 
paint the line, painting with your nondominant hand or painting with 
your eyes closed. You could even add little white dots around certain 
areas with the end of your skewer, to lead the eye around the painting. 

 Step 8: Draw in some of your symbols with the white and coloured oil 
pastels. Don’t be afraid to overlap your images and work fast and 
loosely. Add in some words that speak about the meaning of your 
symbols and put it aside to dry. 

 Step 9: When the paint is dry, take the two colours you used to make 
your dark and drip them onto your painting in several areas. Spray with 
a fine mist spray bottle to get the paint moving and move the paint 
around with a brush in some areas. Leave a few places white for 
contrast and visual interest. The white oil pastel will resist the watery 
paint and your symbols will pop through! 

 Step 10: Once the paint is dry, use some stamps to add some more 
fun symbols. Use variations of the colours that are already in your 
painting, so the work is cohesive. 

 Step 11: Using the pre-cut mounts, move them around the painting, 
looking for interesting compositions. This is a fantastic way to train 
your eye to see what works in your paintings and why. Make visual 
notes and try to understand why you instinctively feel that a cropped 
area works. Is there a strong contrast? Find several areas that feel 
right and mark them with a pencil. 

 Step 12: Cut out your mini paintings using a ruler and play with them! 
Use these small works to explore and experiment. You don’t have to be 
precious with it. It’s just paper! 

 Step 13: Cut out your mini paintings using a ruler and play with them! 
Use these small works to explore and experiment. You don’t have to be 
precious with it. It’s just paper! 



 
 

4 
Date Created: 18/08/2020 

EXTENSION You could create some striking mini paintings by glazing one colour 
only over the entire work. Using turquoise or Magenta and gesso 
watered down to a consistency that allows all the lovely colours 
variations to show through. 

DISCUSSION /  
REFLECTION 

• What does seeing your symbols on paper make you reflect on your 
time spent going home? 

• What colours did you use to respond and make meaning? 
• Why have you chosen these colours, what connection do they have 

to your specific symbols? 

MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT • Basics Glitter Pens 8's Asst 
• Class Pack Mixed Media/Acrylic A3 25's 
• Printing Foam A4 15's 
• Ruler 30cm Steel 
• Foam Brush 1" - 25mm 12's 
• Foam Stampers/Dabbers 12's 
• Acetate Sheet 0.5mm A4 10's Heavyweight 
• Foam Roller with Handle 60mm 
• Zart Taklon Brush Dynamic Flat # 3 (7mm) 
• Roymac Future Brush #8 12's Filbert 
• Zart Taklon Brush Dynamic Round # 6 (7.5mm) 
• Satay Stick / Skewer 20cm 100's 
• Spray Mister 25's 
• Gesso 1L 
• Basics Oil Pastels Large 24's Asst 
• Jute String 4mm 3ply 140m 
• Atelier Set 20mL 12's 
• Water Pot #5 Set 5's White 
• Brown Kraft Card 225gsm A3 100's 
• Palette Plastic Daisy 
• Pre-Cut Mini Frames 40's 
• Pre-Cut Mounts B/W A6 10's 
• Basics Blackleads 20's HB 
• A/S Liquid Spectrum Ink 50mL Copper 
• A/S Liquid Spectrum Ink 50mL Silver 
• Bottle with Dropper 20mL 2's 
• Masking Tape 50m x 12mm 
• My Journey Diary 

 


