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ABOUT THE ARTIST Henry Ward is an artist, writer, curator and educator living in London. 
He works across a range of media and with a variety of approaches. 
Working predominantly in painting and drawing but also sculpture, 
photography and collage. He was shortlisted for the Trinity Buoy Wharf 
Drawing Prize in 2018 and 2019. He is interested in the relationship 
between approaches to teaching and approaches to making. 
He is the Creative Director for Freelands Foundation 
(www.freelandsfoundation.co.uk) and was Head of Education at 
Southbank Centre. Prior to this he worked in a variety of roles at 
Welling School, a Specialist Visual Arts College. In 2002 he established 
the alTURNERtive Prize, and in 2011 he founded the biannual arts and 
education periodical, æ (www.wellingvisualarts.org). He is a visiting 
lecturer at UK art schools. 
He has written and lectured widely on the arts and education and his 
work has been included in numerous exhibitions. He is an advisor for 
Martin Gropius Bau, Berlin, the Crafts Council England, a trustee of 
Bolton Contemporary and an advisor for Iniva. 

THEMES IN WORK / 
PRACTICE 

Henry works with photography, sculpture, video and collage. He has a 
contemporary art practice that is mainly Abstract in style, painting in 

http://freelandsfoundation.co.uk/
http://wellingvisualarts.org/
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method. He describes himself as an abstract painter, who is interested 
in ‘things’. A lot of his drawings are observational and based on things 
in the real world.  
Henry delves into themes that centre around everyday objects working 
mainly out of his ‘shed’ which is the main site of his practice. An 
example is, his use of materials found on his walks around the urban 
environment to construct ‘Kitchen Table Sculptures’. He describes the 
balancing, wrapping, splicing etc that happens in the object making 
(sculptural), is also happening in his paintings too. 
He spends most of his time teaching or as the creative director of the 
Freelands Foundation and finds it difficult to get to the studio. He 
balances his role between teacher and practicing artist. He believes 
there is something interesting about turning your circumstances into 
your art and not resisting this. He suggests setting a routine and tasks 
everyday even just taking a photograph or making a list build your 
confidence and shape thinking. He set up the network ARTISTEACHER 
that meet regularly at their base in London. He recommends losing 
yourself in your work and responding instinctively. 

 
"Shed Painting (5 May 2020)" acrylic on paper 50 x 40cm 2020 Henry Ward 
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Kitchen Table Sculpture (no. 28) found materials 2018 Henry Ward 

LINKS TO CAPABILITIES & 
CURRICULUM CONTEXT 

Critical and Creative Thinking  

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS Levels F-2 
Explore ideas, experiences, observations and imagination to create 
visual artworks and design, including considering ideas in artworks by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists (ACAVAM106)  
 
Respond to visual artworks and consider where and why people make 
visual artworks, starting with visual artworks from Australia, including 
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visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
(ACAVAR109)  
 
Levels 3-4 
Explore ideas and artworks from different cultures and times, including 
artwork by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, to use as 
inspiration for their own representations (ACAVM110) 
 
Identify intended purposes and meanings of artworks using visual arts 
terminology to compare artworks, starting with visual artworks in 
Australia including visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples (ACAVAR113)  
 
Level 5 – 6 
Explore ideas and practices used by artists, including practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, to represent different 
views, beliefs and opinions (ACAVAM114)  
 
Explain how visual arts conventions communicate meaning by 
comparing artworks from different social, cultural and historical 
contexts, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artworks 
(ACAVAR117) 
 
Levels 7-8 
Develop ways to enhance their intentions as artists through exploration 
of how artists use materials, techniques, technologies and processes 
(ACAVAM119)  
 
Analyse how artists use visual conventions in artworks (ACAVAR123)  
 
Level 9-10 
Conceptualise and develop representations of themes, concepts or 
subject matter to experiment with their developing personal style, 
reflecting on the styles of artists, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander artists (ACAVAM125)  
 
Analyse a range of visual artworks from contemporary and past times 
to explore differing viewpoints and enrich their visual artmaking 
(ACAVAR131) 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES • Still life painting 
• Abstraction (sculptural/painting/drawing) 
• Art in everyday life and objects 
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• Draw an object with your eyes closed – try to draw what you feel not 
just what it looks like 

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION • Henry Ward describes losing himself in his paintings.  
What do you think this means? 

• Discuss how the artist has used elements such as colour and tone 
and how this is reflected in the mood in the work. 

• Name some of the materials you see in Ward’s sculptures.  
Are these objects you have seen on urban walks of your own?  
If not, what objects have you seen that you could use? 

• What is appealing about his works? 

GROUP ACTIVITY: 
LOOKING 

 
“Sunday" oil on canvas 125 x 150cm 2020 Henry Ward 

 Instructions for students 
• Spend four minutes looking at Ward’s painting Sunday.  
• Write down what stands out to you. 
• Discuss your observations with a partner. 
• Report to the class what you observed that were not common with 

your partner. 
• Explain why they have special significance – in what ways do they 

convey a mood or message? 
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Writing with Colour Activity 
• Discuss and make a list of the key colours in the painting Sunday. 
• How many different and unusual ways can you describe the colours 

in this work? 
e.g. smoky, bright, vibrant, pearly, charcoal etc. 

 
Senses and Emotions Activity 
Imagine you have stepped into this painting.  
How would you feel? What would your senses reveal? 
 
Complete these sentences, then share with the class: 
List four things for each 

I can see… 
I can smell… 
I can feel… 
I can taste…. 

 

 


