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 ABOUT THE ARTIST Tal Fitzpatrick (PhD) is an artist, researcher, craftivist and community 
development worker based in Melbourne. Tal holds a PhD in Visual Art 
from the Victorian College of the Arts (2018) and a Bachelor of Arts 
with First Class Honours from Griffith University (2010). Driven by the 
power of craft to solicit the sharing of stories, Tal’s textile based, 
socially engaged art making practice looks to drive positive change by 
engaging diverse groups of people in complex conversations.   

OVERVIEW This workshop will revolve around a hands-on exploration of how basic 
craft skills such as embroidery and appliqué can be deployed to help 
young people reflect, discuss and express their core values and 
beliefs. 
 
Built into this exploration will be a conversation about how craftivists 
engage with social media to connect with like-minded people and 
participate in movements dedicated to bringing about positive social 
change. 
 
Drawing on the long history of craft being deployed as a strategy for 
activism and advocacy, Tal grounds this workshop in her research of 
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craftivism’s potential to encourage active citizenship and community 
building. 

YEAR LEVELS Suitable for All Levels 

ART ELEMENTS & PRINCIPLES Line, texture, shape, colour, pattern, balance, unity 

CROSS-CURRICULUM / 
CAPABILITIES LINKS 

Personal and Social, Ethical 

LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

Students will:  
• Learn a hands-on exploration of how basic craft skills such as 

embroidery and appliqué can be deployed to help young people 
reflect, discuss and express their core values and beliefs. 

• Build into this exploration a conversation about how craftivists 
engage with social media to connect with like-minded people and 
participate in movements dedicated to bringing about positive 
social change.  

• Draw on the long history of craft being deployed as a strategy for 
activism and advocacy, Tal grounds this workshop in her research 
of craftivism’s potential to encourage active citizenship and 
community building.   

MAKE Part 1: Introduction to Craftivism, overview of Tal’s practice 

 Part 2: Creative facilitation of conversations about values – 
brainstorming and sketching ideas 

 Part 3: Introduction to basic craftivist techniques for creating work on 
hoops 

 Part 4: Experiments in making accompanied by conversations about 
experience of making and connecting this to the processes of making 
change. 

DISCUSSION /  
REFLECTION 

How can basic craft skills such as embroidery and appliqué can be 
deployed to help young people reflect, discuss and express their core 
values and beliefs? 
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How can/do craftivists engage with social media to connect with like-
minded people? 
How do you use art to participate in movements dedicated to bringing 
about positive social change? 

MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT • Embroidery Hoop 
• Embroidery floss  
• Small scissors  
• Needles: Chenille Needles #18/22 6's  
• Sheet of Felt  
• Sheet of Cotton  
• Fabric Glue 

 


